
RESUME 
 
 

Norman Ball  is a British-born, Virginia-based writer with over three hundred published 
poems, articles, essays, songs, videos and combinations thereof. An Associate Political Editor for 
Web ǚɱɸ ǩɻɸ́ɿ The Potomac: A Journal of Poetry and Politics, he is also a Virginia General 
Contractor, a Realtor and is involved in a number of businesses. A member of American Mensa 
and ASCAP, he holds a BA from Washington and Lee University and an MBA from George 
Washington University.  

 
 

 

His 2004 investigative report Too Big To Nail: Why Size Matters in The Home Building 
Industry was an early shot across the bow of the home building industry, in particular its 
unholy alliance with Wall Street. The resultant program, one of Ǧɻɵɺʀ Ǫɭɷɱɺ́ɿ most widely 
viewed, can be seen here. His essays The Puppet Masters of Ball and It Takes One Child to 
Raze a Village were included among eSCENÉɿ Best of the Literary Journals in 2007 and 
2008, respectively. Another essay, Big Government and the Big Easy won Identity Theory's 
2006 Social Justice Essay of the Year award. His work has been cited in New Pages and his 
essay In the Shadow of Celan was nominated in 2007 by NOO Journal for a Pushcart Prize.  

 

                    

His videos --fifty at last count with over 100,000 Youtube views-- can be viewed here on his channel, desertrun (A more 
extensive videography appears near the end of this article.) Many of them have appeared at The Clockwise Cat, Eleventh 
Transmission, 5_trope, neilyoung.com, Unlikely Stories, Dogmatika, Lit Chaos, Poetry Visualized, The Documentary Blog 
and Burst!, among others. 
 
Ǟɵɿ ɿɻɺɺɱʀ̲ ͂Ǜɸɱɳʅ̓ ɭɼɼɱɭɾɱɰ ɵɺ ʀɴɱ ͯͭͭͺ ɭɺʀɴɻɸɻɳʅ Quothade (Rook/Trafford Publishing)                 
 
Another poem Quantum Semantics appears in the upcoming Best of Abyss & Apex Anthology 
which will be released at the World Fantasy Convention in late October 2008 in Calgary, Alberta 
(Hadley Rille Books).  
 
 

 
Other venues where his work has appeared include Rattle, Main Street Rag, 
Hazmat, Berkeley Poetry Review, Anthony Burgess International Journal, 
LIGHT, Raintown Review, Liberty, iTulip, The New Renaissance and 
Epicenter, among others. Recently Jawboning was the guest poem at Wall 
Street Poet. 
 
Two forthcoming essays of note ɭɾɱ ͂Ǧɻɱʀɾʅ ɭɺɰ ʀɴɱ ǘɵɳ ǘɭɺɳ̓ to appear in 
the 2010 Science/Science Fiction print issue of Rattle ɭɺɰ ͂Ǟɱɸɰ ǫɼ ɮʅ ǜɭɵʀɴ 
Ǘɸɻɺɱ̓ ɵɺ Tiferet: A Journal of Spiritual Literature. 

T͂he product of a buttoned-down, under-sexed Calvinist 
upbringing, I was raised to believe banking and religion, 

properly practiced, shared one crucial similarity: they 
were boring as hell. Any sense of drama or --God 

forbid͓ fun was a portent of looming disaster. This 
heavy-on-the-starch moral restraint is at odds with the 
Ǧɱɺʀɭɯɻɿʀɭɸɿ́ ɼɱɺɯɴɭɺʀ ɲɻɾ ɼʅɾɻʀɱɯɴɺɵɯ ɴʅɼɱɾɮɻɸɱ̶̓ 

 
L͑iberty magazine, May 2005  

͂ǥɺɱ Ǥɭʀɵɻɺ̲ ǫɺɰɱɾ ǭɴɻɿɱ ǝɻɰ̼̓ 

http://www.pointtakentv.com/articles.html
http://www.pointtakentv.com/articles.html
http://www.pointtakentv.com/articles.html
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=4548963329519358994
http://www.webdelsol.com/The_Potomac/newpotomac-nball2.htm
http://thepotomacjournal.com/newpotomac-ball2.htm
http://thepotomacjournal.com/newpotomac-ball2.htm
http://thepotomacjournal.com/newpotomac-ball2.htm
http://escene.webdelsol.com/
http://www.identitytheory.com/social/ball_bigeasy.php
http://www.newpages.com/
http://www.noojournal.com/view.php?mode=1&issue=six&id=104
http://www.youtube.com/desertrun
http://books.google.com/books?id=k9dnuQraUfQC&dq=quothade&source=gbs_summary_s&cad=0
http://www.abyssandapex.com/200707-quantum.html
http://www.hadleyrillebooks.com/
http://www.wallstreetpoet.com/New%20Pages/pages/GP5.html
http://libertyunbound.com/


The following links are other current o͑r imminent-- web appearances: 
 
14by14 ͂ǩʀʁɮɮɻɾɺ ǘɱɸɸʅ ǜɭʀ̓ ͘ɭ ɿɻɺɺɱʀ͙ 
http://14by14.com/Issue6/StubbornBellyFat.html 
 
Bright Lights Film Journal ͂ǣɱʀɾɻɼɻɸɵɿ̲ Ǜʆɾɭ Ǧɻʁɺɰ̲ Mammon and the Law of Too-Ǣɭɾɳɱ Ǥʁɹɮɱɾɿ̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://www.brightlightsfilm.com/ 
 
Houston Literary Review ͂ǥɺ Ǡɭɿɼɱɾ Ǡɻɴɺɿ́ ̀Ǫɭɾɳɱʀ ʃɵʀɴ ǜɻʁɾ ǜɭɯɱɿ́̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_July_2008.aspx 
 
Eclectica ͂ǘɭɯɷ ʀɻ ʀɴɱ ǜʁʀʁɾɱ ʃɵʀɴ ǝʁɱɾɺɵɯɭ̴ Ǫɴɱ ǩɱɺʀɵɹɱɺʀɭɸ ǟɹɼʁɸɿɱ ɭɺɰ ʀɴɱ ǜʁɺɰɭɹɱɺʀɭɸɵɿʀ Ǘɼɼɱɭɸ̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://www.eclectica.org/v12n3/ball.html 
 
Burst! ͂ǝɭʀɴɱɾɵɺɳ ʀɴɱ Ǟɱɾɰ̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://burstwherethoart.com/norman-ball-2.php 
 
Unlikely Stories & Literary Chaos ͂ǣʅ ǚɵɿɱɭɿɱ̓ ͘ʂɵɰɱɻ͙ 
http://www.unlikelystories.org/ballmillington1008.shtml     http://litchaos.com/2008/vol4/issue41/ball.htm 
 
iTulip ͂ ǭɴɱɺ Ǚʁɾɾɱɺɯʅ ǘɱɯɻɹɱɿ ɭ ǜɵɭʀ ɲɻɾ ǥʄʅɳɱɺ̲ Ǘɸɸ ǘɾɱɭʀɴɵɺɳ ǣʁɿʀ Ǣɱɭʂɱ ʀɴɱ Ǩɻɻɹ̓ ͘ɳʁɱɿʀ ɯɻɹɹɱɺʀɭɾʅ͙ 
http://itulip.com/forums/showthread.php?p=53598#post53598  
 
The November 3rd Club ͂Ǥɻʃ ǭɱ ǩɱɱ ǯɻʁ̲ Ǥɻʃ ǭɱ Ǭɻʀɱ̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://www.november3rdclub.com/03-08/nonfiction/ball.html 
 
Soundzine ͂Ǫɴɱ ǭɴɭɸɱ̓ ͘ɿɻɺɺɱʀ ɾɱɭɰ ɮʅ Ǜɰ ǝɱɾɻ͙ 
http://soundzine.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=116&Itemid=1 
 
Ǫɴɱ ǥɺɱ Ǫɾʁɱ ǘɸɻɳ ͂ǘɻɺɱɿ̓ ʂɵɰɱɻ ɼɸʁɿ ͂ǭɴɭʀ ʀɴɱ Ǟɱɸɸ ǟɿ ǟʀ̼̓ ͘ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
http://theonetrueblog.blogspot.com/2008/09/introducing-norman-ball.html 
 
The Potomac:  A Journal of Poetry and Politics ͂Ǫɴɱ Ǟɻɹɱ ɵɿ ʀɴɱ Ǫɱɹɼɸɱ ɻɲ ʀɴɱ ǚɻɸɱ̓ ɭɺɰ ͂ǭɴɱɺ Ǚʁɾɾɱɺɯʅ ǘɱɯɻɹɱɿ ɭ 
ǜɵɭʀ ɲɻɾ ǥʄʅɳɱɺ̲ Ǘɸɸ ǘɾɱɭʀɴɵɺɳ ǣʁɿʀ Ǣɱɭʂɱ ʀɴɱ Ǩɻɻɹ̓  
 
Houston Literary Review ͂ǜɾɱɿɴ Ǟɭɾɰ Ǫɵɹɱɿ̓ ͘ʂɵɰɱɻ ʃɵʀɴ ɯɻɹɼɭɺɵɻɺ ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
 
5_trope ͂ ǩɱɭɿɻɺ ɻɲ Ǘɲɲɸɵɯʀɵɻɺ̓ ͘ʂɵɰɱɻ ʃɵʀɴ ɯɻɹɼɭɺɵɻɺ ɱɿɿɭʅ͙ 
 
The Western Muslim ͂Ǫʁɾʀɸɱ ɻɲ Ǣɭɿʀ Ǩɱɿɻɾʀ̴ Ǫɻʃɭɾɰɿ ɭ Ǫɻɸɱɾɭɮɸɱ Ǫɻɸɱɾɭɺɯɱ̓ 
 
Qarrtsiluni ͂ ǟʀ́ɿ Ǫɾʁɱ̓ ͘song) 
 
Del Sol Review ͂Ǘ ǘɭɾɾɱɸ ɻɲ Ǭɱɾɿɱ ǟɿ Ǣɵɷɱ ǣɻɺɷɱʅɿ ɵɺ ʀɴɱ ǘɭɺɷ̓ 
 
Burst! ͂Ǧɸɻʀʀɵɺɳ ɭ Ǚɭɾɱɱɾ Ǧɸɭʀɴ ɭɺɰ ǥʀɴɱɾ ǩʀɾɵɰɱɺʀ ǚɱɭʀɴ ǭɵɿɴɱɿ̓  
 
 
 

    

L͂ight teaches us that lips disappɱɭɾ ɵɺʀɻ ɲɭɯɱ̳ ɺɻɿɱɿ ɿʁɮɸɵɹɱɸʅ ̀ɮɱɯɻɹɱ́ cheeks. 

Objects vanish. There are regions too where light and shadow do not compete 

vigorously. Neither face nor lips nor nose, they are the spaces between. Charcoal has 

the instructive value of a hundred philosophers even as it burdens the page with a 

hundred fresh tyrannies̵̓ (charcoal of Mom taken from 1960 picture.) 

 

T͑he Penwood Ǩɱʂɵɱʃ̲ ͂Ǚɭɼʀɵʂɱ Ǣɵɳɴʀ̴ ǝɺɻɿɵɿ ɵɺ Ǚɴɭɾɯɻɭɸ̓ 

 

http://14by14.com/Issue6/StubbornBellyFat.html
http://www.brightlightsfilm.com/
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_July_2008.aspx
http://www.eclectica.org/v12n3/ball.html
http://burstwherethoart.com/norman-ball-2.php
http://www.unlikelystories.org/ballmillington1008.shtml
http://litchaos.com/2008/vol4/issue41/ball.htm
http://itulip.com/forums/showthread.php?p=53598#post53598
http://www.november3rdclub.com/03-08/nonfiction/ball.html
http://soundzine.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=116&Itemid=1
http://theonetrueblog.blogspot.com/2008/09/introducing-norman-ball.html


 
 
 

 
An ASCAP/Kennedy Center song writer finalist and performer, he is currently in the middle of a 
rock-blues CD of original music with some of the best musicians in the DC area, among them, 
F͂ast Eddie̓ Galvin, Terry Lee Ryan and Dave Chappell. Something should come of it in 2009. This 
ɯʁɾɾɱɺʀ ɱɲɲɻɾʀ ɵɿ ɼɾɱɰɭʀɱɰ ɮʅ ʀʃɻ ɻʀɴɱɾ ɹʁɿɵɯ Ǚǚ́ɿ̲ Blue Train (country/Americana) and Desert 
Run (progressive rock with Australian Paul Millington). In 2001, his sonnet CD Return to One, read 

http://terryleeryan.com/
http://www.davechappellguitar.com/
http://cdbaby.com/cd/normanball2
http://cdbaby.com/cd/razorwirenvoodoo
http://cdbaby.com/cd/razorwirenvoodoo
http://cdbaby.com/cd/razorwirenvoodoo
http://cdbaby.com/cd/normanball1
http://www.epicentermagazine.org/
http://www.tnrlitmag.org/
http://www.mainstreetrag.com/
http://clamormagazine.org/
http://sows-ear.kitenet.net/
http://www.rattle.com/blog/
http://www.mysticpopmagazine.net/
http://www.noojournal.com/
http://www.brightlightsfilm.com/
http://www.lichenjournal.ca/
http://www.anthonyburgess.org/pdfs/dec2005news.pdf
http://www.umbrellajournal.com/spring2007cover.html


ɮʅ ǚǙ ǩɴɭɷɱɿɼɱɭɾɱ Ǫɴɱɭʀɾɱ́ɿ Ǜɰ ǝɱɾɻ (a four-time Helen Hayes award recipient) was selected by CD Baby for an 
Editoŕs Choice award. All are readily available e͑ither the entire CD or individual tracks-- ʃɴɱɾɱʂɱɾ ɲɵɺɱ ɹɼʹ́s are sold! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Highlighted tracks from ǝɻɵɺ́ Ǟɻɹɱ, ǘɱɳɳɭɾɹɭɺ́ɿ ǘɭɸɸ and Finishing Sentences can be found here: 
 
Big Ugly Review ͂Ǫɴɱ Ǥɱʄʀ ǘɻɮ ǚʅɸɭɺ̓ 
http://www.biguglyreview.com/contest/music/ball.html 

 
Mindfire Renewed ͂ǝɻɻɰ ǘɻɻɷɿ̓ 
http://www.mindfirerenew.com/issue6spring2006/0206-music.html 
 
Three co-ʃɾɵʀɱɿ ɲɾɻɹ Ǣɻɺɺɵɱ́ɿ ǝɻɵɺ́ Ǟɻɹɱ Ǚǚ ͂͘Ǚɸɱɭɾɭɺɯɱɿ̲̓ ͂ǘɱʅɻɺɰ ʀɴɱ Ǧɭɸɱ̓ ɭɺɰ ͂Ǣɱɭʂɱ ʀɴɱ ǡɱʅ͙̓ 
http://www.lonnieglass.com/SoundsLike.html 
 
Soundzine ͂ǘʁɾɺʀ ǚɻʁɺ̓ ͘ɭ ɿɻɺɳ-poem written in Scots) 
http://soundzine.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=207&Itemid=77 
 

 
Some third-party treatments of his work include Poetic Diversity (by Gene 
Justice) ͂Ǥɵɯɴɱ ǭɻɾɷ ǟɲ ǯɻʁ Ǚɭɺ ǝɱʀ ǟʀ̴ Ǫɴɱ Ǧɻɱʀɾʅ ɭɺɰ ǣʁɿɵɯ ɻɲ Ǥɻɾɹɭɺ 
ǘɭɸɸ̓, an especiale appearance on The Adroitly Placed Word and an 
interview in The Vallance Review #58 ͂Ǩɱʀʁɾɺ ʀɻ Oɺɱ̓ (no longer 
archived). 
 
Some other, less recent, work is still available on the web: 
 
Houston Literary Review ͂ǥɺ ǝʁɱɾɺɵɯɭ̴ Ǘɺ Ǘɾʀ Ǜɿɿɭʅ̓ 
 
Houston Literary Review ͂ǘɻɺɱɿ ͘ɭ ʂɵɰɱɻ͙  ͑ǭɴɭʀ ʀɴɱ Ǟɱɸɸ ǟɿ ǟʀ̼̓ 
 
Epicenter, A Literary Magazine ͂Ǭɻɸʁɹɵɺɻʁɿ ǩɵɸɱɺɯɱ̓ 
 
Epicenter, A Literary Magazine ͂Ǫɴɱɾɱɭɮɻʁʀɿ̓ 
 
Main Street Rag ͂ Ǟɱ ǭɴɻ Ǚɻɺʀɾɻɸɿ ʀɴɱ ǩɱɭɾɯɴ Ǚɻɺʀɾɻɸɿ ʀɴɱ ǜʁʀʁɾɱ̓ 

 
Main Street Rag ͂Ǫɴɱ ǝɸɻɮɭɸ Ǚɻɺɿɼɵɾɭɯʅ Ǘɳɭɵɺɿʀ ǩɴɵʀ Ǡʁɿʀ Ǟɭɼɼɱɺɵɺɳ̓ 

http://www.lonnieglass.com/MusicalNotes.html
http://cdbaby.com/cd/lonnieglass
http://cdbaby.com/cd/glasslonnie
http://www.biguglyreview.com/contest/music/ball.html
http://www.mindfirerenew.com/issue6spring2006/0206-music.html
http://www.lonnieglass.com/SoundsLike.html
http://soundzine.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=207&Itemid=77
http://www.poeticdiversity.org/main/columns.php?recordID=847&date=2006-05-01
http://www.poeticdiversity.org/main/columns.php?recordID=847&date=2006-05-01
http://www.poeticdiversity.org/main/columns.php?recordID=847&date=2006-05-01
http://adroitlyplacedword.org/BallRedux.html
http://vallancereviewcanada.homestead.com/index.html
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_May_2008.aspx
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_March_2008.aspx
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_March_2008.aspx
http://thehoustonliteraryreview.com/Norman_Ball_March_2008.aspx
http://www.mainstreetrag.com/MSRSm_05.html#anchor296234
http://www.mainstreetrag.com/MSRW_06.html#anchor1170662
http://cdbaby.com/cd/normanball1
http://cdbaby.com/cd/normanball2
http://cdbaby.com/cd/razorwirenvoodoo
http://cdbaby.com/cd/lonnieglass

