_Poetry by Anish Bhalerao

On Being

A fisherman reels in a stone

with a primordial creature etched into its skin,
bringing news from the ancient world.

But he is not an interpreter of hieroglyphs.

Spirits of fish linger beside his boat,
serenading the artificer of fate.

Their chants reach unwilling ears:

he tosses the ancient beast back into its grave.

The inaudible splash echoes in his ears.
The law of nature is realized.

Mackerels, chased by a marlin, streak past
and remind him of his mortality.
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